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UNPUBLISHED POEMS, WRITTEN (1828-1831) AT CAMBRIDGE.*
Anacaona.
[My father liked this poem but did not publish it, because the natural history and the rhymes did not satisfy him. He evidently chose words which sounded well, and gave a tropical air to the whole, and he did not then care, as in his later poems, for absolute accuracy.]
A dark Indian maiden,
Warbling in the bloom'd liana, Stepping lightly flower-laden,
By the crimson-eyed anana, Wantoning in orange groves
Naked, and dark-limb'd, and gay, Bathing in the slumbrous coves, In the cocoa-shadow'd coves,
Of sunbright Xaraguay, Who was so happy as Anacaona,
The beauty of Espagnola,
The golden flower of Hayti ?
2
All her loving childhood
Breezes from the palm and canna Fann'd this queen of the green wildwood,
Lady of the green Savannah: All day long with laughing eyes,
Dancing by a palmy bay, In the wooded paradise, The cedar-wooded paradise
Of still Xaraguay: None were so happy as Anacaona,
The beauty of Espagnola,
The golden flower of Hayti!
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